The First Event — 12th July 2008 
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3:30pm: Heritage Exhibition in Village Hall




A Heritage Exhibition took place in Thixendale Village Hall on three weekends in July 2008 — 12/13, 19/20 and 26/27.
The event began with a talk by Phil Thomas, Church Buildings Officer for the Church of England's York Diocese, in St Mary’s Church, Thixendale.
He told how this beautiful church is one of the eighteen churches built or rebuilt to the highest standards of architecture and furnishing in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries through the patronage of the Sykes family of Sledmere House.  St Mary's Church was built with the Vicarage, Schoolhouse and School (now the Village Hall) in the 1870s by the leading church architect George Edmund Street, commissioned by Sir Tatton Sykes II.
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Phil Thomas extolled the quality of design, materials and craftsmanship employed and was particularly pleased that, while it was not possible to play the organ, no attempt had been made to repair it; consequently all its original features remained untouched and ready to be restored professionally and sympathetically – an expensive task!
Phil took to the pulpit to warn of the dangers of using inappropriate materials in restoration – for instance modern mortar rather than lime mortar, not that any had been used in St Mary’s church, of course.
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The audience was enthralled by Phil’s enthusiasm and knowledge, and the hour-and-a-half flew by.
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Pauline Foster, Churchwarden, was happy that the talk had been well supported.
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Everyone then moved to the Village Hall where Phil officially opened the Heritage Exhibition.
The visitor record shows that people were attracted to the exhibition not only from the local villages represented but from a wider area.  In fact there were visitors from as far away as Germany, Spain and even Australia — coming with relatives or friends, of course!  
Members of the High Wolds Heritage Group produced displays showing different aspects of the heritage of the villages and hamlets of the area as well as life in the 1940s and a school corner.
General view of the Village Hall
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Visits by Primary Schools
Two local primary schools from villages which had displays were invited to visit the exhibition.  A mixed class of Y3&4 children from Leavening Primary School came on July 15th and the following morning all Key Stage 2 children came from Wetwang CE School.  We decided that the children would do no writing – they were to look, listen, touch and ask questions; this is exactly what they did!  Each group spent a morning looking at the displays and handling artefacts.  They listened intently to John Langley with his tales of being an evacuee at the age of 5, to Bernard Jefferson talking about life as a pupil when Thixendale Village Hall was the village school and to funny anecdotes in dialect from Ivy Eden.  
Their enjoyment is evidenced by the comments left on ‘Post-it’ notes by the children from Wetwang and from the lovely letters received from the Leavening School children the day after their visit.
A selection of comments from the children ~
“I loved it. It was cool.”

“I liked the old cricket bats and the medles.”

“This is owsume. I would like to come hear agen.”

“I will come again and show my mum and grandparents.”
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It is clear from their comments on the day and their written comments that they enjoyed being able to handle some of the items on display — copies of the real documents in the display case, artefacts from the archaeological dig and children’s hats from the 1940s.

John Langley — an evacuee from Hull in WW2
In 1939, at the age of 5, John Langley was evacuated from Hull to Raisthorpe, near Thixendale.  He and his 10-year old brother lived in a house above Raisthorpe Farm.  John told the children how he had to walk 2 miles to Thixendale School each morning, the walk back being worse as the final part was uphill.
Visitors to the exhibition during the weekend open days

Over the three weekends, the exhibition was well attended both Saturdays and Sundays, mornings and afternoons.  There was no admission charge so as not to disadvantage anyone and in order to encourage visitors to come and share our interest and enjoyment of the heritage on display.
Visitors were also asked to give their comments after viewing the exhibition.  All were very positive, the most common comment being that the whole exhibition was “interesting and informative”.  Many commented on the excellent quality of presentation.
The comments showed that people had appreciated this opportunity of discovering more about their own village as well as the others in the High Wolds area.  Several said that the displays had brought back many happy memories.  A selection of the comments:

“Fantastic. So interesting. Beautifully presented.”
“Very interesting and informative. A reminder of where I was born!”

 “Absolutely brilliant. Interesting & informative. I am full of admiration for all the hard work everyone has put in.”

“Wonderful! A marvellous balance of pictures and information.”

“Fascinating – we’ve only just moved to this area ,so it has been great to develop our knowledge of the area.”

As a result of the schools’ visits, some children brought their parents and grandparents – three generations enjoying the displays together.
Representatives from neighbouring history groups also came to view the exhibition.  They commented “Amazing that so much from a range of villages has been assembled.  The quality of display is outstanding”.
“Excellent idea to have a ‘shared’ exhibition for several villages – interesting to compare.”
Several visitors met friends whom they had not seen for many years.  Many particularly enjoyed reminiscing about events in the more recent past (the last 60 years) and said that they would be willing to be consulted for the HWHG oral history project.  
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